
Below is a summary of a phone interview of EM1 USCG, conducted 
by the AIM informal board on October 11, 2006 concerning the diving incident which 
resulted in two deaths on 17 Au 2006. The AIM board members who conducted the 
phone interview were Captain _Bod_ L C D R  and LCD-. 

ed aboard HEALY 1 May 2006, His previous afloat billet was in 
He is presently filling an EM2 billet aboard HEALY 

and his collateral duty is diving. 

He sailed with the HEALY for the first month of their Arctic West 2006 deployment. On 
the 4& of June he disembarked HEALY in Dutch Harbor to attend EM C schools. He 
was scheduled to meet the ship in Barrow AK on the 7& of October. When he left the 
ship the only divers aboard were LT Jessica Hill and BM2 Steven Duque. 

EM1 has been diving since he was about 16 years old. He is qualified 
advance open water diver and has participated in numerous recreational dives including 
nitrox, deep diving, and snorkeling. He graduated fi-om the Navy Dive School's scuba 
course in October of 2004. He is a quaIified dive supervisor and participated in over 
sixteen dives while assigned to POLAR STAR. He qualified as a dive supervisor by 
completing the Coast Guard approved PQS. 

EM1 limited interaction with the HEALY dive team prior to his departure 
for sc ool. He worked out once or twice with BM2 Duque, but he did not participate in 
any formal training or dives with LT Hill or BM2 Duque. 

He does recall diving with the HEALY dive team while attached to POLAR STAR. 
POLAR STAR'S dive team assisted the HEALY dive team with a bow thruster patching 
project. During that project he did not dive with LT Hill and she did not act as his dive 
supervisor. To the best of his knowledge her reputation was that she was a competent 
diver. During this dive the POLAR STAR dive team used check lists and he believes the 
HEALY dive team did as well. 

His initial impressions are that the HEALY dive program is not as organized as the one in 
POLAR STAR. EMI- was planning on helping the team improve their training, 
PMS, and dive locker organization. When he reported aboard, HEALY's dive locker was 
in shambles. He remembers having a hard time getting into the locker because tanks and 
other gear was strewn about the decks and was blocking the door. He had to push very 
hard on the door and then when it was ajar he pushed gear out of the way to enter the 
locker. Once in the dive locker he remembers it being quite a bit of work to secure the 
locker for sea. 

Since he was aboard such a short time he did not have a chance to review the dive 
equipment PMS or the training records. But, based on the physical condition of the dive 
locker his best guess is that PMS was not done properly. He said he would be very 




